THE WORLD'S FIRST 
SIX-FUNCTION 
MULTIPRO™ TAILGATE 


Available on the Next Generation GMC Sierra 


1. PRIMARY GATE 


2. PRIMARY GATE LOAD STOP 

3. EASY ACCESS 

4. FULL-WIDTH STEP 

5. INNER GATE LOAD STOP 

6. INNER GATE WITH WORK SURFACE 
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US may be at its most dangerous point 


Kim Hjelmgaard and Jim Sergent 
USA TODAY 


ANALYSIS trajectory is trending toward Italy’s, where cir- 
cumstances are dire. U.S. officials are sounding 
the alarm, urging Americans to heed what fed- 
eral, state and local officials are asking of them 
in order to curtail the spread and dampen the 


impact of the virus on the U.S. population. 


acceleration of coronavirus cases and deaths. 
A data analysis by USA TODAY found that 

two weeks after the U.S. first entered into com- 

munity transmission on March 3, America’s 


LONDON - Soon, the United States will find 
out whether it’s likely to be the next South Ko- 
rea or Italy or even China when it comes to the 


Although it’s too early to draw conclusions 
about which countries will ultimately weather 
the COVID-19 storm best, public health data 
showed nations that are so far faring well at 


See GLOBAL, Page 7A 


CORONAVIRUS UPDATE AUTO SALES AMID VIRUS PANDEMIC 


Infection totals 


I Michigan: 3 dead, 334 cases 
I US: 182 deaths, 11,900 cases 
I World: 9,800 deaths, 
242,000 cases 


Chinese Americans 
fear spike in racism 


4A 


City, restaurants join 
forces to use up food 


4A 


Menards apologizes 
for overpriced masks 


7A 


Michigan OKs $20M in 
small business aid 


11A 


Italian death toll 
overtakes China 
14A 


Adam Blanton, a nurse with Henry Ford Hospital, after delivering it to him at his home. KIMBERLY P. MITCHELL/DFP 


Dealers woo buyers with 
deals, drop-off service 


Jamie L. LaReau and Phoebe Wall Howard 


California gov gives 
stay-at-home order 


14A 


Inside today’s Free Press 
y during a public health crisis. 


I Obituaries qu... essen 12A Detroit Free Press Blanton is also a volunteer firefighter 
I Classified USA TODAY NETWORK: and U.S. Army reservist. So Blanton, 32, 
F COMICS i sssssssessassrcsscasnsseacciizn was thrilled to get his 2020 Chrysler Pacifi- 
F PUZZICS ...ssssssssssssssssssnsnenens Emergency room nurse Adam Blanton ca minivan delivered to him on a flatbed 
doesn’t have any extra time to drive 90 
minutes to the car dealership, especially See AUTO SALES, Page 6A 
Weather 


High 62° I Low 23° 
Strong winds. Forecast, 2A 


Virus affecting how funerals are done 


Volume 189 | No. 321 ©2020 $2.50 


Home delivery pricing inside eal Mi a is Memorials rel Pa A a who may sale 
Subscribe: 800-395-3300 pea ae could be een sick wi e [ virus; memoria. 
Classified: 586-977-7500; 800-926- attendees who may be infected, and how to 
8237 webcasts even hold funeral services at a time when 
It’s an uncomfortable but necessary topic or even group gatherings have been all but prohibit- 

to address amid the expanding novel corona- postponed ed. 
virus pandemic: How to handle, and memori- after “We treat every decedent — whether it’s a 

alize, the dead. . 
6€ 40788 11000 5 Funeral home directors face multiple is- people die See FUNERALS, Page 5A 


Bill Ford to 
workers: 
We'll get 
through this 


As virus ravages industry, 
exec chairman projects calm 


Phoebe Wall Howard 


Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Bill Ford Jr. dialed into the virtual town hall 
meeting from home in Ann Arbor, and he 
didn’t sugarcoat the situation. 

He, like so many people working remotely 
Thursday to avoid potential exposure to the 
novel coronavirus, urged his 26,000 employ- 
ees from around the world watching him on 
video to remain calm and keep the faith: The 
16-year-old company is strong. 

“As Bill Ford always has, he makes us feel as 
if we're an actual family,’ said Bob Taenaka, a 
Ford engineer who tuned in from his home of- 
fice in Plymouth. 

Yet for the first time since before the Great 
Recession, the company would suspend its 
dividend payment Thursday to shareholders 
as industry stock prices plummeted. 


See FORD, Page 6A 


BAD BREAK WITH SLAY, 1B 


», 
After trade to Eagles, Slay 
unloads on Lions’ coach 
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VISIT YOUR 
LOCAL GMC 
DEALER 


GMC.COM 


2020 GMC ACADIA SLE 


ULTRA LOW MILEAGE LEASE FOR WELL QUALIFIED GM EMPLOYEE PROGRAM 
PARTICIPANTS WITH A CURRENT ELIGIBLE GM LEASE 


“199 


PER MONTH" 


TAX, TITLE, LICENSE AND DEALER FEES EXTRA. No security deposit required, 
Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 20,000 miles. At participating dealers only. 


C4 |82,669 


MONTHS due at signing 


after all offers 


‘MUST BE A CURRENT LESSEE OF A 2015 MODEL YEAR OR NEWER GM VEHICLE THROUGH GM FINANCIAL FOR AT LEAST 30 DAYS PRIOR TO THE NEW VEHICLE SALE. Payments for a 2020 Acadia SLE with an MSRP of $34,995. 24 monthly payments total $4,776. Payments may be higher in some 
states. Closed-end lease. Option to purchase at lease end for an amount to be determined at lease signing. GM Financial must approve lease. Take retail delivery by 3/31/20. Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 20,000 miles. Late payment and early termination fees apply. Lessee is responsible for 
insuring the lease vehicle. Lessee pays for maintenance, repair, excess wear and a disposition fee of $495 or less at end of lease. Not available with some other offers. Residency restrictions apply. 2020 General Motors. All rights reserved. GMC® Acadia® 


